
REPORT LAUNCH 

BETWEEN RETENTION AND ABOLITION:
MAKING SENSE OF A DEATH PENALTY

WITHOUT EXECUTIONS

60TH SESSION AT THE
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL,

SIDE EVENT

Room IX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
26th September 2025, 13.00-14.00

Opening remarks: 
HC Volker Türk,  High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN (by video)
Clare Ovey, Director of Human Rights, The Council of Europe

Discussion on the key findings of the research:
Daniel Cullen, Project Manager, Death Penalty Research Unit, University of Oxford 
Professor Carolyn Hoyle, Director, Death Penalty Research Unit, University of Oxford 
Parvais Jabbar, Co-founder and Co-executive Director, The Death Penalty Project

Q&A, chaired by Parvais Jabbar

This side event will mark the launch of the report “Between Retention and Abolition:
Making Sense of a Death Penalty without Executions”, by the Death Penalty Research
Unit, University of Oxford and The Death Penalty Project. The authors will present the
report’s principal findings, developed with the support of the Council of Europe, and
invite an exchange of views.
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