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Background  
The project builds upon research that I am 
currently conducting together with Mary 
Bosworth entitled ‘Policing Migration in an 
Era of Mass Mobility’ at the University of 
Oxford. The current study is small scale 
and focuses on the policing of migrants 
and foreign national criminals in the UK. 
Conceptually it considers the changing 
nature of policing in respect to their 
increased role in the governance of 
migration.  
 
The project has two components. The first 
focuses on understanding how the police 
respond to foreign nationals who have 
committed offences in the UK and also 
migrants who do not have the legal right 
to remain in the UK. The second strand of 
the project explores how foreign national 
offenders are referred to the Home Office 
by the police and the process by which 
their case progresses and leads to their 
removal from the UK. The connections 
between the police and the Home Office 
are therefore a focus of the study, as are 
the decision making processes that inform 
the procedure. The research casts a light 
on the nature of practical policing as well 
as the administration of criminal justice in 
the UK. Preliminary research findings 
based on the small scale study have drawn 
attention to the ways in which traditional 
forms of police practice further 
disadvantage newly arrived migrants to 
the UK. Furthermore, it has shown how 
nationality and citizenship status is used to 
categorize and indeed racialize certain 
ethnic groups as opposed to others.  
 
 

Project Outline 
The proposed research will expand this 
small project to a comparative and 
transnational research programme that 
compares policing migration across the 
globe.  Scholars from European cities 
including France, Belgium, Italy and the 
Netherlands have drawn attention to the 
similarities (and differences) in the way 
that the policing of migration control 
operates in their countries and the impact 
of different legislation and policing 
approaches, to the issue of migration 
control, within their borders. This research 
aims to conduct multi-site internal policing 
studies which would examine the way in 
which migrants are processed once they 
come into police custody/police contact in 
countries including France, Belgium, Italy, 
the Netherlands as well as Australia and 
the UK. A possible site of expansion could 
be to include India, which would allow for 
an understanding of a British post-colonial 
site. Secondly, the projects in each of the 
countries would track the process of 
referral of migrants and foreign national 
offenders through the immigration 
system. Research questions would include:  
 
 

1. What is the police role in 
migration control and the 
removal of foreign national 
offenders in each respective 
country? 
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2. What is the nature of the 
relationship between the 
police and immigration across 
different countries around 
the globe? 

3. What are the local community 
impacts of the merging of 
ordinary policing, migration 
control and counter-
terrorism across various parts 
of the world? 

4. What are the different 
legislative processes and 
outcomes for the policing of 
migration across different 
jurisdictions? 

 
These questions would be framed 
theoretically by aiming to understand the 
role of race, gender and the changing 
nature of policing across the different 
sites. A robust transnational comparative 
design would allow for an understanding of 
the macro levels – comparing systems of 
policing (militarized, community based) 
alongside micro levels – the impacts on 
various racialized communities in different 
countries, in order to tease out the 
parallels, similarities and points of 
departure between the different locales. 
The research programme would also 
include a comparison of the legislative 
frameworks that guide the policing of 
migration in the different countries, and 
therefore also include analysis at the meso 
level. The methods would include case 
study and semi-ethnographic designs as 
well as formal interviews with police, 
migrants, foreign national offenders and 

immigration workers. The research design 
would also include a systematic analysis of 
immigration case files and police records 
across the different countries. An 
innovative study of this kind, would bridge 
policing and migration literatures, which 
currently remain distinct. The empirical 
and transnational design and basis of the 
knowledge would be robust and rich and 
therefore add significant knowledge to the 
academic field of crimmigration. The policy 
implications are vast, as migration and its 
control continues to preoccupy social and 
political debate across the US, UK and 
Europe.  
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