
  

“It was great to have a student fellow with us over the summer. She produced excellent work across a wide range of different 

areas and was a valued member of the team. I am pleased that she also found time for some of her own writing during the 

fellowship period. We will be delighted to continue participating in the fellowship scheme.” 

 

    Jan van Zyl Smit - Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law 

THE BONAVERO INSTITUTE 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
Student Fellowship Programme 

 
Most of our student fellowships run for a 10 week period 

over the summer months. Fellowships are open to 

students pursuing a research degree or a taught graduate 

course at the Law Faculty, Oxford. It is also open to those 

who have graduated from Oxford Law Faculty (including 

the BA programme) within the last twelve months. The 

next call for applications will be out April-May 2018. 

Please check the Bonavero Institute website for more 

details: https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/centres-

institutes/bonavero-institute-human-rights 

 Opportunities at BIICL 

The British Institute of 

International and Comparative 

Law (BIICL) is a leading 

independent research organisation 

and charity, specialising in the 

fields of international and 

comparative law.  Its high quality 

research has an applied focus and seeks to provide 

practical solutions, examples of good practice and 

recommendations for future policy changes and legal 

actions.  It is engaged in analysis and debate about 

contemporary issues on every continent, from its base in 

the heart of London's energetic and multicultural legal 

network. BIICL includes within it the innovative Bingham 

Centre for the Rule of Law, which has a particular focus on 

the many rule of law issues world-wide. Since its launch in 

2010, the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law has taken 

on a remarkably wide range of projects in the UK and 

internationally, demonstrating the need for a body solely 

dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of the rule 

of law worldwide. Further information can be found via the 

BIICL website at https://www.biicl.org/ The nature of the 

Bingham Centre's work means that there will be suitable 

projects both for those with a general background in UK 

public law (from a first degree) or international law or 

constitutional law of other countries (typically students 

who have, or are completing, a Master’s). Interns should 

be able to contribute to a broadly based research, training 

and events programme. In particular, they will have 

opportunities to assist the Fellows, Director and staff of 

the Centre with current research, and the development of 

new projects and events. 

 

Opportunities at The Public Law Project 

The Public Law Project (PLP) is a 

national legal charity which aims 

to advance public law and improve 

access to justice. Uniquely for an 

organisation of its kind, PLP 

undertakes research, policy 

initiatives, training and direct 

casework, including strategic 

litigation.  

 

An intern placed at PLP will have an opportunity to be 

involved with research and policy development on current 

issues in civil justice and public law, such as Brexit and the 

Great Repeal Bill, the modernising courts agenda, and/or 

the impact of Part IV of the Criminal Justice & Courts Act. 

They may also have opportunities to assist lawyers in the 

casework team. Further information about PLP’s work can 

be found via their website: 

http://www.publiclawproject.org.uk/  

 

Opportunities at Reprieve 

Reprieve is an organisation of 

courageous and committed 

human rights defenders. 

Founded in 1999 by the 

British human rights lawyer 

Clive Stafford Smith, Reprieve provides free legal and 

investigative support to some of the world’s most 

vulnerable people: those facing execution, and those 

victimised by states’ abusive counter-terror policies – 

rendition, torture, extrajudicial imprisonment and 

extrajudicial killing. Summer interns at Reprieve will join a 

team of lawyers, investigators and campaigners seeking to 

ensure that governments are held to account on human 

rights issues. The nature of their work as interns will 

depend on the organisation’s needs and their particular 

areas of interest. There will always be a combination of 

investigation and legal work, as that’s where Reprieve’s 

strength and uniqueness lies. Reprieve is the type of place 

where students will learn how to and be expected to use 

all the tools in the tool box, and because we’re a small 

team, students will get exposure to multiple areas of the 

work. Further information about Reprieve’s work can be 

found via their website: http://www.reprieve.org.uk 
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For more information about 

fellowship experiences, please 

speak to the student fellows and 

fellowship partner organisations 

attending our Welcome Event. They 

will be more than happy to explain 

more about their time at each 

partner institution and how these 

schemes work. 
 

The Samuel Pisar Travelling Fellowship in 

Human Rights 

The Samuel Pisar Travelling 

Fellowship in Human Rights 

will fund an Oxford graduate 

student studying law with a 

specific focus on human 

rights to work on a summer 

project in a developing 

country.     

 

Applicants suggest their own project placement and 

demonstrate that the suggested project will meaningfully 

impact on (i) their studies, (ii) an organisation or 

organisations they would work with in a developing 

country, and (iii) the Law Faculty. The project is undertaken 

in a developing country during the summer vacation (three 

months project duration). In exceptional cases, the project 

might be undertaken in a developed country, if it would 

make a significant contribution to human rights. The 

Travelling Fellowship should complement the student’s 

academic work with practical experience of: rights’ 

violation litigation, case-led or policy-driven research, 

and/or advocacy at community and government levels. 

The areas of focus for the proposed projects could include: 

advancing education and health rights; women and 

children’s rights; freedom of expression; genocide; 

refugees’ rights; and inheritance law.  Projects in other 

areas that fall within the broad field of human rights will 

also be considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities at The Namibian Supreme Court 

The Namibian Supreme Court 

is the highest court of appeal 

in Namibia. Namibia has a 

written Constitution (the 

Namibian Constitution, 1990) 

with a fully justiciable Bill of 

Rights.  The Supreme Court is 

presided over by the Chief Justice of Namibia, and has five 

permanent judges. It sits in Windhoek. Decisions of the 

Namibian Supreme Court can be found at: 

http://www.saflii.org/na/cases/NASC/   

 

The Supreme Court employs three full-time law clerks, and 

has welcomed unpaid foreign law clerks for short periods 

in previous years. Like full-time law clerks, unpaid foreign 

law clerks work closely with the judges at the court, and 

will attend hearings, prepare bench memoranda on 

pending appeals, and otherwise assist judges in their 

work. 

 

Opportunities with Oxford Pro Bono Publico 

(OPBP) in partnership with the Bonavero 

Institute 
 

Women’s Legal Centre (Cape 

Town) and IDIA (Bangalore): The 

OPBP Internship Fund’s purpose 

is to assist Oxford graduate 

students to undertake unpaid 

internships at public interest organisations. In 2017, we 

offered summer internships at two partner organisations, 

the Women’s Legal Centre in Cape Town and IDIA 

(Increasing Diversity by Increasing Access) in Bangalore. 

 

OPBP Internship Fund (general applications): In addition, 

OPBP welcomes applications from Oxford graduate 

students who wish to undertake internships at other 

organisations engaged in work related to human 

rights.  Applicants must establish that they have been 

offered an internship by the organisation, and also provide 

a description of the work the organisation undertakes.
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