
 

 

 
 

BLACKSTONE HUMAN RIGHTS MOOT 2022 
 
 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

1. Competitors and Eligibility 

1.1 The Competition is open to all matriculated undergraduate and master’s students pursuing a 

taught law degree at the University of Oxford. 

1.2 Competitors must compete in teams of two. Competitors in a given team need not be from 

the same college or reading for the same degree. 

1.3 Competitors must conduct all research and preparation for the Competition without 

assistance from any other person. 

1.4 To enter the Competition, teams must express their interest by sending an email to 

mooting@law.ox.ac.uk by 11.59pm GMT on Tuesday, 22 February 2022 with the team 

members’ names and dietary preferences. 

1.5 Competitors are expected to argue the hypothetical case as if they are appearing in front of 

the human rights court named in the hypothetical case, and on the basis of the applicable 

international (including regional) human rights instruments, instructions and information 

contained in the hypothetical case. 

 

2. Skeleton Arguments and Selection Rounds 

2.1 The Organising Committee will select the teams to compete in the Oral Rounds of the 

Competition based on the skeleton arguments in accordance with the Competition Rules. 

2.2 Teams must, by 11.59pm GMT on Wednesday, 2 March 2022, submit skeleton arguments 
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to mooting@law.ox.ac.uk and blackstonemoot@gmail.com. Arguments should be presented 

for both the applicant and the respondent. Arguments must address all the issues raised by 

the hypothetical case. 

2.3 Skeleton arguments must be no more than 1500 words for each side (12 point, Times New 

Roman font; text 1.5 spacing; character spacing normal; margins of 2.5cm on all sides of the 

page). Citation style must be uniform and consistent. 

2.4 Skeleton arguments must set out: 

a. the court and the names of the parties; 

b. the party on whose behalf the argument is submitted; 

c. a summary of arguments for each issue, accompanied by appropriate reference to 

authorities; and 

d. counsels’ names. 

 

3. Format of the Oral Rounds 

3.1 The Competition will take place in a hybrid format. The Preliminary Rounds and Semi-

Finals will take place online via MS Teams on Friday, 4 March 2022 and Saturday, 5 March 

2022 respectively. The Finals will take place in person at the Sir Joseph Hotung Auditorium, 

Mansfield College on Saturday, 5 March 2022. 

3.2 The Organising Committee will determine the number of teams to compete in the 

Preliminary Rounds of the Competition, and the two best teams will compete in the Grand 

Final. 

3.3 The format of the Preliminary Rounds and whether Semi-Finals will be held will be 

determined before the Preliminary Rounds by the Organising Committee, based on the 

number of participating teams. 

 

Preliminary Rounds 

3.4 Teams will be randomly paired up for each of the Preliminary Rounds, but will not face the 

same opponent twice. 
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3.5 Each team will argue the moot problem at least once on behalf of the applicant and once on 

behalf of the respondent. 

3.6 The judge of each moot in the Preliminary Rounds will score each speaker based on the 

Scoring Sheet provided by the Nelson Mandela Moot. 

3.7 The two teams that have the highest total scores from the Preliminary Rounds will qualify 

for the Grand Final. If Semi-Finals are to be held, the top four teams will qualify. 

 

Grand Final 

3.8 A coin will be tossed by the Faculty Graduate Mooting Coordinator or a member of the 

Organising Committee to determine which of the qualifying teams will argue on behalf 

of the applicant and which on behalf of the respondent. 

3.9 The Grand Final will be judged by a bench of up to five judges. 

3.10 Each judge of the Grand Final will score each speaker based on the Scoring Sheet 

provided by the Nelson Mandela Moot. 

3.11 No draw will be permitted. 

3.12 The team with the higher score will be the winner of the Blackstone Human Rights Moot 

2022. The other team will be the runner-up. 

 

4. Conduct of Moots 

4.1 Competitors are not limited to the authorities set out in their skeleton arguments while 

making oral arguments. Competitors may not hand up any bundle of authorities or 

supplementary material to the judges. 

4.2 Clerks will keep time during the moot. Time sheets and time warning cards will be 

provided. 

4.3 The order of the pleadings in each oral round at all levels of the Competition is as follows: 

Applicant team, Respondent team, rebuttal by Applicant team. No team may argue for 

longer than 25 minutes (including rebuttal) during the Preliminary Rounds, Semi-Finals, 

and Grand Final. One oralist may not use more than 15 minutes. 



4.4 Teams may decide the division of the issues between the two counsels at their own 

discretion. 

4.5 Either counsel for the applicant may give the rebuttal. Sur-rebuttals are not permitted. 

4.6 The maximum durations indicated include time taken to answer questions from the 

judges, and must be strictly observed. 

4.7 At each stage of the proceedings, the clerk will display a warning sign when ‘5 minutes’ 

remain, ‘3 minutes’ remain and at ‘Time’. 

4.8 Competitors must dress professionally. Gowns are not required to be worn. 

 

5. Awards 

5.1 The Blackstone Human Rights Moot 2022 will serve as the selection process for the team 

representing the University of Oxford at the 14th Nelson Mandela World Human Rights 

Moot 2022. 

5.2 The judges in the Grand Final will select the two students to represent the University of 

Oxford at the Nelson Mandela Moot 2022, taking into account the individual scores 

during the Preliminary Rounds, performance in the Grand Final, team dynamics and the 

preference expressed in the Rules of the Nelson Mandela Moot 2022 that the team 

composition should reflect gender diversity. 

 

6. Complaints, Appeals and Penalties 

6.1 All complaints and appeals concerning the Competition must be submitted to the Faculty 

Graduate Mooting Coordinator as soon as possible for determination. 

6.2  In respect of any alleged breach of these Competition Rules, the Faculty Graduate 

Mooting Coordinator will: 

a. determine whether there has been a breach; and 

b. determine what penalty, if any, is to be imposed for the breach. 

6.3 The Faculty Graduate Mooting Coordinator may impose the following penalties in her 

absolute discretion: 



a. subtract points awarded to any team in a given moot; and 

b. disqualify a team. 

6.4  All questions concerning the interpretation of these Competition Rules must be 

submitted to the Faculty Graduate Mooting Coordinator for determination at 

mooting@law.ox.ac.uk.  

6.5 The Faculty Graduate Mooting Coordinator may at any time determine such amendments 

to these rules as may be necessary or convenient for the efficient organisation, 

administration or conduct of the Competition. 

6.6 All determinations made by the Faculty Graduate Mooting Coordinator will be final and 

conclusive and binding on all competitors. 
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