
For more information visit www.oup.com/uk/law

The specifications in this leaflet,  including without limitation price, format, extent, number of illustrations, and month of publication, were as accurate as possible at the time it went to press.

Ordering Details

Ros Burnett, Senior Research Associate, 
Centre for Criminology, University of Oxford

20% 
DISCOUNT*

•	 The only contemporary commentary in 
criminological literature addressing the 
controversial issue of wrongful allegations of 
abuse and victims of untrue allegations

•	 Delivers expertise across various disciplines to 
understand the context, causes and outcomes 
of wrongful allegations of abuse

•	 Charts the approximate life-course of a false 
allegation, examining the extent and harm 
of false abuse allegations through to the role 
and impact of the criminal justice system 
when handling such cases

HARDBACK | 336 PAGES | 9780198723301                                          
September 2016  | £75.00 £60.00

ONLINE  www.oup.com/uk/law | POSTAGE & PACKAGING  Website Orders: FREE for UK orders £20 or over.  	
*Please quote ALFLY5F when ordering. Limit 10 copies per transaction. Offer valid until 31st December 2017. This 
offer is only available to individual (non-trade) customers when ordering direct from the Oxford University Press 
website.  This offer is exclusive and cannot be redeemed in conjunction with any other promotional discounts.
eBooks: eBooks are not directly sold by OUP. For an up-to-date list of eBook suppliers, visit: 
www.oup.com/uk/academic/ebooks. eBooks are not part of any discount promotions offered. Whilst we are 
working hard to ensure that eBooks are available at the same time as the printed book, on some occasions there 
may be a delay.

Wrongful Allegations of Sexual 
and Child Abuse



Wrongful Allegations of Sexual 
and Child Abuse
Table of Contents

PART I: THE REALITY OF WRONGFUL ALLEGATIONS OF ABUSE

1: Wrongful Allegations of Sexual and Child Abuse: A Neglected and Growing Category of Injustice, Ros Burnett

2: Experiencing False Allegations of Abuse: First-hand Accounts, Edited by Ros Burnett

PART II: CULTURE, IDEOLOGY, POLITICS

3: Demons, Devils and Ritual Abuse: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Mary deYoung

4: Moral Crusades, Child Protection, Celebrities and the Duty to Believe, Frank Furedi

5: Telling Stories? Adults’ Retrospective Narratives of Abuse in Residential Child Care, Mark Smith

6: ‘Rape Culture’ Narrative, State Feminism and the Presumption of Guilt, John Brigham

7: Making Accusations: Precautionary Logic and Embedded Suspicion in an Insecure and Uncertain World, Bill 
Hebenton and Toby Seddon

PART III: THE ALLEGATION: CAUSES, MOTIVATIONS, CASE-STUDIES

8: Why and How False Allegations of Abuse Occur: An Overview, Felicity Goodyear-Smith

9: The Compensations of Being a Victim, Barbara Hewson

10: His Story, Her Story: Sexual Miscommunication, Motivated Remembering, and Intoxication as Pathways to 
Honest False Testimony Regarding Sexual Consent, J. Guillermo Villalobos, Deborah Davis and Richard A. Leo

11: Beliefs about Memory, Childhood Abuse and Hypnosis Amongst Clinicians, Legal Professionals and the General 
Public, Christopher C French and James Ost

12: To Catch a Sex Offender: Police, Trawls and Personal Injury Solicitors, David Rose

PART IV: INTERROGATION, PROSECUTION, CONVICTION, APPEAL

13: When Exoneration Seems Hopeless: The Special Vulnerability of Sexual Abuse Suspects to False Confession, 
Deborah Davis and Richard A. Leo

14: Complaints of Sexual Abuse and the Decline of Objective Prosecuting, Luke Gittos

15: ‘In denial’: the Hazards of Maintaining Innocence After Conviction, Daniel Medwed

16: When Juries Find Innocent People Guilty: Strengths and Limitations of the Appellate System in England and 
Wales, Michael Zander

PART V: FINDING WAYS FORWARD

17: Reducing Harm Due to False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse: The Importance of Corroboration, Steve 
Herman

18: Advances in Lie Detection: Limitations and Potential for Investigating Allegations of Abuse, Galit Nahari

19: Toward Reconciliation of the True and False Recovered Memory Debate, Robert F. Belli

20: The Defendant’s Plea of Innocent in Sexual Abuse Cases, Timothy Bakken

21: Reducing the Incidence and Harms of Wrongful Allegations of Abuse, Ros Burnett


