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Authors’ Rights as
Human Rights

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948
Art. 27

(1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy
the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.

(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from
any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1966
Art.15

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone:
(a) To take partin cultural life;

(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications;

(¢) To benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any
scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author.

Justifications - Human Rights

European Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,
2000

Article 17 Right to property

1. Everyone has the right to own, use, dispose of and bequeath his or her
lawfully acquired possessions. No one may be deprived of his or her
possessions, except in the public interest and in the cases and under the
conditions provided for by law, subject to fair compensation being paid in
good time for their loss. The use of property may be regulated by law in so
far as is necessary for the general interest.

2. Intellectual property shall be protected.
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“The most sacred, the
most legitimate, the
most unassailable, ;
and, if | may say so,
the most personal of
all properties, is the
work,

the fruit of the mind of
a writer”
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Le livre, comme livre,
appartient a 'auteur, mais
comme pensée, il appartient—le
mot n’est pas trop vaste—au
genre humain. Toutes les
intelligences y ont droit. Si I'un
des deux droits, le droit de
I’écrivain et le droit de I'esprit
humain, devait étre sacrifie, ce
serait, certes, le droit de

— I’écrivain, car I'intérét public est
notre préoccupation unique....

Victor Hugo, Discours d*ouverture du Congrés Litiéraire Intemational de 1878,

“The book, as a book, belongs to the author,
but as thought, it represents - and it is not too
exaggerated a word - the human race. All
minds are entitled. If one of the two rights,
namely, the right of the author and the right of
humanity, had to be sacrificed, it would
certainly be the right of the author, because
the public interest is our sole concern...”

Translation: U.Suthersanen/ T.Straub.
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"The copyright law, like
the patent statutes, makes
reward to the owner a
secondary consideration.

[...]

The sole interest of the
United States and the
primary object in
conferring the monopoly
lie in the general benefits
derived by the public from
Shin s e thelabiorsiofatitiore s

Public Interest
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Article 15(1), Intemational Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, 1966

1.The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize
the right of everyone:

(a)To take part in cultural life;

(b)To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its
applications;

(c)To benefit from the protection of the moral and

material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or
artistic production of which he is the author.

2.The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the
present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this
right shall include those necessary for the conservation

the development and the diffusion of science and
culture.

Giambattista Tiepolo, Solomon’s Judgement, (1729)

“palance the » :
protection of public Quarar?tee the social
and private interests f:ilmenS|onS of

in knowledge.” AND intellectual property”

Source: UN Economic and Social Council, Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Human rights and
intellectual property”, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2001/15 (Dec. 14, 2001)
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