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 Fair use seeks to strike a balance between allowing users (on the 
one hand) to access copyrighted materials without cost as an 
exception and limitation to copyright law, (and on the other hand), 
with the rights of content owners to exploit their copyright for 
remuneration either in the form of a license or an assignment of 
copyright

 China started regional trade agreement negotiations in 2012. At 
present, China has created 19 free trade areas with 34 countries and 
regions and signed and enforced 14 free trade agreements (FTA), 
with partners spanning Asia, Latin America, Oceania, and Europe



 China is currently promoting negotiations on several FTAs, 
including the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP), China-GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) FTA, China-Norway 
FTA, China-Japan-Korea FTA, China-Sri Lanka FTA, and China 
Maldives FTA. 

 Meanwhile, China is also advancing the China-Singapore FTA 
upgrade negotiations, China-Pakistan FTA second phase 
negotiations, and ECFA follow-up negations

 There are 65 countries (China included) along the "Belt and Road".. 
Currently, 55 of them have acceded to the Berne Convention, 52 are 
members of the WTO and hence have joined the TRIPS Agreement, 
while another 10 are observer countries of the WTO. Among them, 
47 countries are signatories of both the Berne Convention and the 
WTO's TRIPS Agreement.



Overview of Accession to International Copyright Conventions by "Belt and Road" Countries

Country (Region) / 
Convention Berne Convention (Works) Rome Convention 

(Related Rights) WCT WPPT TRIPS Agreement (WTO)

11 countries in 
Southeast Asia 8 2 4 4 10

7 countries in South 
Asia 5 0 0 0 6+1

6 countries in 
Central Asia 5 3 3 3 4+1

18 countries in West 
Asia 15 9 9 9 12+5

16 countries in 
Central and Eastern 

Europe
15 15 16 16 14+2

4 CIS countries 4 4 4 4 3+1

Mongolia 1 0 1 1 1

Egypt 1 0 0 0 1

China 1 0 1 1 1
65 "Belt and Road" 

countries 55 33 38 38 52+10



 The "Belt and Road" initiative will expand and internationalise
trade in the region and hence boost the economy of China's 
northwestern and southwestern regions, thereby balancing China's 
regional layout in foreign trade. 

 Chinese 13th Five-year Plan on Copyright will help to  create and 
strengthen the management of national copyright trading centers 
and national copyright trade bases, 

 The copyright protection of countries along the "Belt and Road" 
takes on distinctive regional features, whereas countries along the 
Silk Road Economic Belt differ in terms of copyright protection

 Economic System of Copyright protection v Authors’ Right System



 China will need to actively promote the signing of bilateral FTAs 
with countries along the "Belt and Road

 China will need to actively cooperate with international 
organizations, especially non-governmental organizations of 
economy and trade to help build a platform for China's exchanges 
with countries along the "Belt and Road" on intellectual property 
rights and copyrights

 mobilize the enthusiasm of overseas Chinese in countries along the 
"Belt and Road", and learn from their familiarity with the legal 
systems and social environments of local countries 

 National Copyright Administration recently promulgated the 
Report on the Environment of the Intellectual Property Rights of 
Relevant Countries or Regions along the "  Belt and Road"  and of 
Latin America in July 2016



 overseas safeguard assistance fund, encourage the development of 
the copyright service industry, and provide support for talent and 
revenue, and cultivate copyright intermediaries

 low level of judicial compensation for infringing activity, weak 
enforcement measures, and the high costs of safeguarding the 
interests of rights holders

 maintain a balance between right holders and the interests of the 
public (for example through a comprehensive framework for 
exceptions and limitations to copyright, such as fair use or fair 
dealing), therefore different from the TPP and TIPP

 rule-making should focus on the maintenance of cultural diversity 
and promote the dissemination of good cultural resources
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