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12.00-12.45 Manor Road Common Room  

Registration and Sandwich Lunch 
 

 

Plenary 12.45-13.00 Manor Road Lecture Theatre  

Welcome and Introduction to Seminar  

Professor Carolyn Hoyle, Director Centre for Criminology  
 

 

Plenary Session: 13.00-14.00, Manor Road Lecture Theatre 

Seminar 1: Victims, Restorative Justice and the Criminal Justice System 

Prof Carolyn Hoyle, Director Centre for Criminology 

 

This session will summarise some of the important recent developments in two areas: the role 

of crime victims in the criminal justice system and Restorative Justice. The Coalition 

government has introduced a number of victim-related reforms in recent years and the session 

will discuss their impact and consequences for the magistrates' courts. 

 

 
Parallel Sessions 

 
14.00-15.00, Seminar Room A 

Seminar 2a: Diversity Issues in the Magistrates’ Courts 

Prof Mary Bosworth and Dr Alpa Parmar, Centre for Criminology 

 

This presentation will offer a critical overview of diversity within the criminal justice system. 

Particular attention will be paid to matters of race/ethnicity, gender and citizenship and their 

impact on crime, punishment and migration control.  Drawing on their own empirical work, 

the presenters will explore the relevance of diversity for understanding criminal justice 

practices, including the magistrates’ courts. 

 
14.00-15.00, Seminar Room B 

Seminar 2b: Youth Justice 

Dr Rachel Condry, Centre for Criminology 

 

This presentation will explore the Youth Justice system in England and Wales and outline 

some recent practice developments. It will then explore some of the ongoing tensions in youth 

justice around notions of responsibility, welfare and justice. Finally, findings from a recent 

study on adolescent to parent violence will be discussed which presents particularly problems 

for the ways in which young people and their families are understood within youth justice.  

15.00-15.30 Tea 

 



Parallel Sessions 

 
15.30-16.30, Seminar Room A 

Seminar 3a: Crime Rates and Trends - Where are we now? 

Dr Ben Bradford, Centre for Criminology 

 

Crime has, on most accounts, been falling since the mid 1990s. Yet this development has 

taken a long time to sink into public consciousness and political debate, which until recently 

remained framed by the idea that crime was, inevitably, increasing. In this session we will 

consider current evidence on the level of crime in England and Wales, and indeed further 

afield. The key questions will be: is crime really falling, and if so, why? First, the main 

sources of crime data will be presented and described, and their strengths and weaknesses 

discussed. Alternative data sources will also be introduced, with the aim of ‘triangulating’ to 

achieve a more fully rounded picture of current levels of crime and the direction of travel. 

Second, the main theories seeking to understand the putative crime drop will be introduced 

and critiqued. Which seem to be good, and which less good, at explaining what has occurred? 
 

15.30-16.30, Seminar Room C 

Seminar 3b: Role of the Private Sector in Criminal Justice 

Prof Ian Loader, Centre for Criminology 

 

This seminar will examine the role that markets/private companies play in criminal justice, 

focussing in particular on the advent of community rehabilitation companies. The presentation 

will map out the scale of private involvement in policing and criminal justice, examine the 

motivations behind the rise of markets in the justice field and assess its likely implications. 

Against a backdrop in which policing and punishment remain constitutive functions of the 

state, the seminar will also consider what principles we might use to determine the scope and 

limits of private sector involvement in justice and the questions of accountability that such 

involvement generates.   

 

 

Plenary Session 16.30-17.30 Manor Road Lecture Theatre 

Seminar 4: Enhancing Legitimacy in the Magistrates’ Courts 

Prof Mike Hough, Birbeck University of London 

 

This presentation will summarise findings from an international study on the factors that 

shape public perceptions of the legitimacy of justice institutions, and will draw out the 

implications for the ways in which magistrates’ courts do their business. It will argue that 

trust in fairness and the quality of personal treatment that defendants, victims and witnesses 

receive are the cornerstones of the legitimacy of the courts. 

 

 

17.45-18.30 Manor Road Common Room Wine Reception 

 

 

19.00-20.45 Dinner, St. Catherine’s College Dining Hall 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday 

 

 
Parallel Sessions 

 

09.45-10.45 Seminar Room A 

Seminar 5a: Sentencing 

Prof Julian Roberts, Centre for Criminology 

 

This presentation will cover several aspects of sentencing, particularly in the magistrates' 

courts. First, a brief overview of recent sentencing trends will be provided, drawing upon the 

latest Ministry of Justice statistics. Second, we will explore the structure of the definitive 

sentencing guidelines issued by the Sentencing Council, with a focus on the latitude afforded 

sentencers. Third, the presentation will summarise empirical findings with respect to the 

impact of the guidelines on sentencing practices. The presentation will conclude with an 

update of the Sentencing Council's current activities. 

 

 

09.45-10.45 Seminar Room C 

Seminar 5b: Family Courts 

Prof Liz Trinder, University of Exeter 

 

This presentation will explore the nature and consequences of the rise in numbers of litigants 

in person (LIPs) in private family law cases. It will address three main questions: why 

litigants self-represent, what impact LIPs have on the family justice system and what are the 

support needs of LIPs. The presentation will draw upon findings from empirical research as 

well as issues arising from recent judgments. The presentation will conclude with a discussion 

about how magistrates can best support litigants in person in a fair and proportionate manner.  

 

 

 

Plenary Session: 10.45-11.45 Manor Road Lecture Theatre  

Seminar 6: Problem Solving Courts: The Idea that refuses to die 

Phil Bowen, Director Centre for Justice Innovation 

 

12 months after the 'failure' of the most prominent problem solving initiative, 

North Liverpool Community Justice Centre, why is problem solving at court back on the 

agenda? The paper will provide an overview of the current state of play of problem solving in 

the UK, identify some of the enduring appeals of the model and highlight questions problem 

solving advocates must address. 

 

 

 

 

Closing Remarks and End of Seminar 

 

 

 

 

 

 


