
 

 

Biographies of speakers 

 

Professor John Armour 

John Armour is Professor of Law and Finance at Oxford University and a Fellow of the British Academy and the European Corporate Governance Institute.  He was 

previously a member of the Faculty of Law and the interdisciplinary Centre for Business Research at the University of Cambridge. He studied law (MA, BCL) at the University 

of Oxford and then at Yale Law School (LLM). He has held visiting posts at various institutions including the University of Auckland, the University of Chicago, Columbia Law 

School, the University of Frankfurt, the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Private Law in Hamburg, the University of Pennsylvania Law School and the University of 

Sydney. He is a member of the American Law Institute and an Academic Member of the Chancery Bar Association. Armour has published widely in the fields of company 

law, financial regulation, and corporate insolvency. His main research interest lies in the integration of legal and economic analysis, with particular emphasis on the impact 

on the real economy of changes in company law, corporate insolvency law and financial regulation. He serves as an Executive Editor of the Journal of Corporate Law 

Studies and the Journal of Law, Finance and Accounting, and has been involved in policy-related projects commissioned by the UK’s Department of Trade and Industry (now 

BEIS), Financial Services Authority (now FCA) and Insolvency Service, the Commonwealth Secretariat, and the World Bank. He served as a member of the European 

Commission’s Informal Company Law Expert Group from 2014-19. 

Professor Dame Hazel Genn DBE, QC (Hon), FBA 

Hazel Genn is Professor of Socio-Legal Studies in the Faculty of Laws at UCL.  She was Dean of the Faculty 2008-2017 and is currently Director of the UCL Centre for Access 

to Justice.  She is a leading authority on access to civil and administrative justice.  Her prize winning scholarship focuses on the experiences of ordinary people caught up in 

legal problems and the responsiveness of the justice system to the needs of citizens.  She has conducted numerous empirical studies on public access to the justice system 

and has published widely in her specialist fields.  She is author of Paths to Justice: What People Do and Think About Going to Law (1999) a seminal study of public access to 

justice which has since been replicated in 27 jurisdictions around the globe.  In 2008 Dame Hazel delivered the Hamlyn Lectures on the subject of civil justice.  The Lectures 

were published by Cambridge University Press in November 2009 entitled Judging Civil Justice.   In 2012 she delivered the F A Mann Annual Lecture on ‘Why the 

Privatisation of Justice is a Rule of Law Issue’ and the Atkin Memorial Lecture on ‘Do it Yourself Justice: Access to Justice and the Challenge of Self-Representation’.  She is 

interested in the access to justice implications of online courts and in October 2017 delivered the Annual Birkenhead Lecture at Gray’s Inn entitled ‘Online Courts and the 

Future of Justice’.  Her work has had a major influence on policy-makers around the world and she is regularly invited to lecture and provide advice abroad.  In 2013 she 

established the UCL Faculty of Laws Centre for Access to Justice, and in 2016 developed its activities into an innovative partnership with a GP practice in East London to 

deliver free legal advice to vulnerable patients within the practice.  Supported by The Legal Education Foundation, she is currently researching the outcomes of this 



partnership and developing a Strategy for Health Justice Partnership which includes a mapping study of Health Justice Partnership in England & Wales published in 

December 2018 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/access-to-justice/sites/access-to-justice/files/lef030_mapping_report_web.pdf 

 

Dr Agnieszka Kubal 

Agnieszka is an interdisciplinary socio-legal, migration and human rights scholar with area studies interest in Central Eastern Europe and Russia. She has just completed her 

second monograph Immigration and Refugee Law in Russia. Socio-Legal Perspectives (2019, Cambridge University Press). Agnieszka’s DPhil at Oxford examined socio-legal 

integration of Polish post-2004 EU Enlargement migrants in the United Kingdom.  Upon post-doctoral spells at International Migration Institute (Oxford) and Davis Centre 

for Russian and Eurasian Studies (Harvard), she was based at the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (Oxford), where she held a British Academy post-doctoral research 

fellowship (2013-2016). She subsequently held lectureships in Russian and Eastern European Studies (Oxford), and Department of Social Science (UCL). 

 

Professor Linda Mulcahy 

Linda Mulcahy is the Professor of Socio-Legal Studies at Oxford and the Director of the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies.  She has degrees in law, legal theory, sociology and 

art history and her work has a strong interdisciplinary flavour.  Linda has previously held posts at the LSE, Birkbeck, the Law Commission and Bristol University.  She has 

taken on a number of senior management roles including institutional head of Degree programmes, Head of Department and Dean of Arts. She specialises in dispute 

resolution and the ways in which lay users experience the legal system.  She has undertaken a number of empirical studies of disputes between business people in the car 

distribution industry, divorcing couples, doctors and patients and neighbours on council estates. Her work has been funded by a range of bodies including the Economic and 

Social Research Council, the Arts and Humanities Research Council, the Nuffield Foundation, the Department of Health, the NHS Executive, the Leverhulme Trust and the 

Lotteries Board.  Linda’s publications span a number of different topics including the socio-legal dynamics of disputes, the design of law courts, feminist and relational 

perspectives on contract law, visual representations of law and legal methodology. Her most recent book, The Democratic Courthouse authored with Emma Rowden, was 

published in November 2019.  Linda served as an editor of the International Journal of Social and Legal Studies for ten years and is currently a member of the Advisory 

Board of the Journal of Law and Society. Linda regularly acts as a research consultant to government bodies, regulators and NGOs and has worked closely with the Public 

Law Project, JUSTICE, the Howard League for Penal Reform and the Law Centres Network. She has recently been re-elected as a member of the Council of Justice and is 

working with the Law Centres Network on a history of radical lawyering.  She is an academic advisor on the board of the British Library Life Stories Project.  Linda is also 

a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences.  

 

Professor Alan Paterson OBE, FRSE, FRSA, FAcSS 

Alan has been Professor of Law at Strathclyde University since 1984, and since 2001 also Director of the Centre for Professional Legal Studies there (an independent think 

tank focusing on access to justice, the Judiciary and the legal profession). Alan completed his DPhil at Oxford on Decision making in the judicial House of Lords in 1977 under 

the supervision of Philip Lewis. He contributed chapters in two edited works by Philip Lewis - Lawyers in Society (1988) and The Sociology of the Professions (1983). Alan is a 

leading international scholar in the access to justice and legal aid fields where he has conducted numerous funded empirical projects. He has been Chair of the International 

Legal Aid Group since its inception and served as adviser to the Scottish Government’s independent Strategic Review of Legal Aid (2018), the UN’s Global Study on Legal Aid 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/access-to-justice/sites/access-to-justice/files/lef030_mapping_report_web.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/immigration-and-refugee-law-in-russia/DC2385538B929E448B3FEAB485453B7D


(2016) and is a General Co-ordinator for the Global Access to Justice Project ( 2019- ). In the last decade Paterson has advised government departments and legal aid 

authorities in each part of the UK, Hong Kong, Finland, the Netherlands, Chile, Moldova, China, Georgia, Taiwan and Ukraine.  His work for the Council of Europe includes 

Assessment of the Free Secondary Legal Aid System in Ukraine (2016) and Legal Aid Governance Models and Independence (2018).  With Avrom Sherr he has worked 

globally for more than 20 years on the professional competence of legal service providers, primarily through Peer Review.  His recent publications include Peer Review of 

Legal Aid Files: A Toolkit for the National Legal Aid Centre for China (with Avrom Sherr) (China / EU Access to Justice Programme, 2016); UN Handbook on Ensuring Quality 

of Legal Aid Services in Criminal Justice Processes (with Miri Sharon) (UNODC, 2019).    In 2010/11, Alan delivered the Hamlyn lectures Lawyers and the Public Good. 

(Cambridge University Press, 2012 ).   In December 2013 he published Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court which was a continuation of his DPhil 

research on appellate decision-making. This work was awarded the Annual Book prize by the Socio-Legal Studies Association in 2015 and the Inner Temple Book prize 

(2015). He is currently working on a project on the Presidents of the Supreme Court. 

 

Dr Emma Rowden 

Emma joined Oxford Brookes in July 2019 as Senior Lecturer in Architectural History and Theory in the School of Architecture. Prior to this she was a Chancellor's 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) in Australia, and had previously held a range of research and teaching roles at Western Sydney 

University, the University of New South Wales (UNSW Australia) and the University of Melbourne. Emma’s research explores the relationship between the built 

environment and perceptions of fairness and respect in public institutions, with a particular emphasis on how the relationship between the individual and the state is 

expressed in built form. Her research to date has contributed to our understanding of how spatial design can improve the experience of law for justice participants and 

facilitate access to justice through the design of law courts. Her interests span the politics of design, the relationship between architecture and ‘the public’, and the role of 

public architecture in the development of the architectural profession. Emma's research is driven by the desire to make architecture more inclusive and more reflective of 

the democratic principles of procedural fairness, social justice and due process. Emma received her PhD from the University of Melbourne in 2011 for her thesis 

entitled Remote Participation and the Distributed Court. Her doctoral research was attached to the Australian Research Council Linkage Project Gateways to Justice: 

improving video-mediated communications between justice participants (led by Professor David Tait, Western Sydney University). The recommendations made in Emma’s 

thesis have formed the basis for extensive and practical evidence-based design guidelines to improve remote participation in court proceedings. Since then, she has 

contributed to several large multidisciplinary cross-university research teams on externally funded empirical projects exploring various aspects of the design of law courts, 

leading to an extensive body of work that spans the disciplines of architectural history and theory, design history, environmental psychology, legal history, socio-legal 

studies, sociology, political theory and criminology. Her most significant contribution to this growing academic field is the book The Democratic Courthouse: a modern 

history of design, due process and dignity (Routledge). This monograph, co-authored with Professor Linda Mulcahy reports on the findings of the Leverhulme Trust funded 

project entitled Design and Due Process: facilitating participation in the justice system. This project examined whether the design of courthouses in England and Wales 

between 1970 and the present day facilitates participation in, and scrutiny of, the modern justice system. The resulting monograph involved a detailed analysis of over 

20,000 pages of government papers, held in both public and privately held department collections, towards writing a definitive history of the design of law courts in late 

modernity. 

Professor Avrom Sherr 

Avrom Sherr is Professor Emeritus at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London. He was Deputy Dean of the School of Advanced Legal Studies from 2011 

to 2012 and from 1995 he was the founding Woolf Professor of Legal Education.  He taught at the University of Warwick for 16 years, and was the first Alsop Wilkinson 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Democratic-Courthouse-A-Modern-History-of-Design-Due-Process-and/Mulcahy-Rowden/p/book/9780367208356
https://www.routledge.com/The-Democratic-Courthouse-A-Modern-History-of-Design-Due-Process-and/Mulcahy-Rowden/p/book/9780367208356


Professor of Law at the University of Liverpool. He qualified as a solicitor in 1974 and worked in commercial litigation at Coward Chance till 1980.  From 1988 to 2012 he 

was also Director of Training at Macfarlanes.  Avrom Sherr's main research interests have been the provision of legal services, the development of legal education, the legal 

profession and ethics in professional work. He has also written in the areas of freedom of protest, discrimination relating to AIDS/HIV, issues of welfare rights provision 

within health care and carried out two projects on On-line Dispute Resolution. He is the principal architect of a system of assessment of legal competence known as 

Independent Peer Review. Since 2000 this has been used as the system for assessment of the quality of Legal Aid work in the UK, ensuring the quality of legal services 

received by the public, and he currently leads the operation of this work for England and Wales. He is the founding editor of the International Journal of the Legal 

Profession, was the project leader producing the seminal report "Willing Blindness" on regulation of the legal profession, and has coordinated a number of trans-European 

projects on legal ethics, money laundering, legal and accountancy practitioner defaults and discrimination.  He was a member of the Legal Services Commission Quality 

Assurance Working Group and of the Lord Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on Legal Education and Conduct.  He was Chair of the Advisory Board & Strategy Committee of 

the UK Centre for Legal Education, Chair of the Advisory Committee of the Office of the Independent Adjudicator for Higher Education and Chair of the Hamlyn Trust. He is 

currently Chair of the Advice Quality Standards Project Committee, and is again Chair of the Hamlyn Trust. Recent work includes the Legal Education and Training Review 

funded by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, the Bar Standards Board and the Chartered Institute of Legal Executives, advising the Hong Kong Law Society on the future of 

qualification systems, advising the Legal Aid Board of Georgia and work with the National Legal Aid Centre of the Ministry of Justice in China. His consultancy and research 

on law and policy has included leading and advising a Council of Europe Meeting on Legal Aid legislation and implementation for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova 

and the Ukraine in December of 2015, and he has worked in New Zealand, South Korea, Chile, South Africa, Bulgaria, Turkey, Japan and Russia on Legal Aid policy and 

legislation. 

Professor Hilary Sommerlad  

Hilary is Professor of Law and Social Justice at the School of Law, University of Leeds https://essl.leeds.ac.uk/research-centre-law-social-justice. Following a history degree 

at the University of Cambridge, and a PhD in Political Science (York), she retrained in law and practised as a legal aid solicitor. She then taught Law and developed socio-

legal research at a number of universities, establishing and directing the Centre for Research into the Diversity in the Professions (Leeds Beckett University), and the Centre 

for Professional Legal Education and Research https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/facilities/CEPLER/index.aspx (University of Birmingham). She is a Fellow of the Academy of 

Social Sciences and a founder member of the Judicial Diversity Initiative https://judicialdiversityinitiative.org/. She also belongs to several national and international bodies 

promoting scholarly research and chairs a sub group of the RCSL Working Group on the Legal Profession: Legal  

Professional Values & Identities http://rcsl.iscte.pt/rcsl_wg_professions.htm.  She serves on three editorial boards of international journals. She has held visiting fellowships 

at various institutions, including Griffiths; Osgoode Hall (York, Canada); St Petersburg, UCLA and in 2014 was Distinguished Visiting Mentor at the Law School, Australian 

National University. The primary focus of her research, which has been translated into Spanish, Russian and Japanese, is the legal profession.  Particular interests include 

access to justice and diversity and the profession (she carried out the first full length study of women solicitors in England and Wales), and she has been commissioned by 

policy makers (the Ministry of Justice; Legal Services Board) and NGOs (Social Mobility Commission) to undertake research.  She is currently co-editing a major international 

(two volume) study of lawyers in society: Lawyers in 21st-Century Societies https://www.bloomsburyprofessional.com/uk/lawyers-in-21st-century-societies-

9781509915149/.  
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Professor David Sugarman 

David Sugarman is Professor Emeritus of Law at the Law School of Lancaster University, a Senior Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, 

University of London, and a Senior Associate of the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, University of Oxford.  His writing has traversed legal history, company law, international 

human rights, the legal profession, legal education, European anti-discrimination law, women’s rights and gender equality, legal life writing and socio-legal studies.  He has 

authored, co-authored and edited 24 books (including special issues of journals), and has written over 100 articles and book chapters.  David has undertaken commissioned 

research for governments, inter-governmental organisations and non-governmental organisations, most recently the European Court of Justice, the European Court of 

Human Rights, the European Union Parliament Women's Rights and Gender Equality Committee and the Law Society. He has held Visiting Professorships in Canada, 

Germany, Japan, Spain, and the USA, and has delivered over 300 invited lectures in more than 20 countries.  He has served as a Trustee of the Law and Society Association 

and the American Society for Legal History and is an elected Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and Honorary Fellow of the American Society for Legal History.   


