
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reporting and Redress:  

A Symposium on Business and Human Rights 

Tuesday, June 5th, 2018 

10.30am - 4pm 

The Old Library, All Souls College 

 

Programme: 

10.30 am  Registration and Coffee 

 

10.45 am  Welcome and Introductions 

 

11 am – 1 pm  Beyond corporate social responsibility: mandatory 

corporate reporting 

How effective in combatting violations of human rights and basic labour standards are 

corporate reporting requirements likely to prove? The Modern Slavery Act 2015 placed on 

large companies a duty to report on what they are doing about slavery/violations of human 

rights in their supply chain. The sorts of questions being asked about this law are: Is this duty 

doing any good and how can we tell? How might its impact be increased? Should the subjects 

of reporting be broader? Should the duty be combined with a duty of due diligence of a duty 

to take reasonable steps to monitor what is going on in the supply chain. 

Chair: Lisa Hsin (Faculty of Law, University of Oxford) 

Panel:  

 Professor Anne Davies (Dean of the Law Faculty, University of Oxford): What 

do we mean by business and human rights? 

 Professor John Armour (Faculty of Law, University of Oxford): How Can we 

Measure the Impact of Reporting? 

 Peter Carter, QC (special adviser to the Joint Parliamentary Pre-Legislative 

Scrutiny Committee on the Modern Slavery Bill) – Counting the cost 

 Dr Claire Bright (Senior Lecturer, London School of Business and 

Management) – The new French law on the duty of vigilance 

 

1 pm  Sandwich lunch in Wharton Room, All Souls 



 
 
 

2 pm – 4 pm  Victims’ claims & civil liability of corporate actors 

Legal possibilities (apart from criminal sanctions) for securing compliance with human rights 

and basic labour standards throughout a supply chain by facilitating claims by victims against 

the downstream retailing or manufacturing giant. Might it be possible to mount claims in tort, 

contract, or some special statutory technique to enable victims (perhaps through class actions 

of some kind) to bring claims for compensation?  

Chair: Professor Jeremias Prassl (Faculty of Law, University of Oxford) 

Panel: 

 Professor Roderick Bagshaw (Faculty of Law, University of Oxford) – 

Problems of claims by victims in tort 

 Professor Hugh Collins (Faculty of Law, University of Oxford) – The potential 

of claims for breach of statutory duty 

 Dr Miriam Saage-Maaß (Vice Legal Director, European Center for 

Constitutional and Human Rights) – Litigation along the supply chain: The 

KIK case in Germany 

 Shanta Martin (Partner, Leigh Day) – Litigating corporate accountability 

cases in the UK 

 Gabriela Quijano (Legal adviser, Business and Human Rights, Amnesty 

International - International Secretariat) – Liability of parent corporations in 

negligence for actions of subsidiaries: The Shell case 

 

4 pm    Concluding remarks 

 

 

Organised by: Professor Hugh Collins & Bonavero Institute of Human Rights 


